Effects of eye removal on receptors of alpha-bungarotoxin in the optic lobes of chick brain.
The existence of receptors with high affinity for alpha-bungarotoxin and the pharmacologic properties of a nicotinic ACh receptor has been shown in the optic tectum of chick brain. In the present study eyes were removed from chicks at embryonic day 3 (E3), or at post-hatching day 3 (P3). In both cases, the total number of receptors for I125-alphaBT which developed in the deafferented optic lobe was about 50% of the number in normal lobes.